SWEET  VIOLET,   Viola odorata L.

239. Sweet Violet, Viola odorata L. (X i); perennial with a
short root-stock covered with the persistent bases of the old leaf-
stalks and stipules, giving it a knotted appearance; runners (A)
freely produced; leaves all borne on the main shoot (all radical)
on long stalks, the latter covered with very short deflexed hairs;1
leaf-blade ovate to almost orbicular, widely cordate at the base,
rounded or very bluntly triangular at the apex, averaging about
1J-1J in. long (sometimes up to 3 in. when growing in shade),
crenate on the margin, very shortly pubescent on the upper
surface and also below, but mainly on the nerves; stipules
broadly lanceolate, finely toothed; flowers sweely scented,

axillary, on stalks mostly exceeding the leaves, the stalks with a
pair of opposite bracts about half-way up (sometimes not quite
opposite), glabrous or at most very slightly hairy; sepals oblong,
obtuse, with narrow thinner margins; petals bluish-purple 01
sometimes white, the lowermost with a blunt round spur at the
base; anthers forming a ring around the ovary, the connective
produced at the apex; ovary 1-locular, with the ovules on ;
placentas on the walls; capsule (B, X H) opening by 3 boat-
shaped valves, thinly hairy; seeds (C, X 2^) along the middle o
the valves, smooth, attached by a short spongy stalk (D, cross
section of ovary) (family Violaceae).

The Sweet Violet is well known to most people, though th<
are several species closely related to it.   It flowers in ear]
spring.
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